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EC 380: International Economic Issues 
University of Oregon 

Summer 2015 
 

Instructor: Tristan Nighswander 
Office Hours: TBD 
Office: PLC 324 
E-mail: tristann@uoregon.edu 
 
Lecture:  Monday-Thursday 10:00am-11:50am 
 
Couse Description: The goal of this course is to provide and understanding of the basic 
principles of international trade and finance. The course is designed to familiarize students with 
issues that arise in open economy settings and to provide students with the analytical skills 
needed to confront these issues. In addition, we will relate these theories to current world events 
whenever possible.  
 
Prerequisites: EC 201  
 
Required Materials: Students may use the 9th edition of International Economics by Steven 
Husted and Michael Melvin, Addison-Wesley. 
 
Course Outline:  
Topic I: International Trade  

 

Theory of Trade  1, 2, 3, 4  
Trade Policy  6, 7, 8, 9  
Topic II: International Finance  11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16  
 
Blackboard: All course materials will be distributed through the Canvas course website, which 
can be found at canvas.uoregon.edu. Things that will be posted on Canvas include, but are not 
limited to, homework assignments, chapter summaries and grades. Announcements made on 
Canvas should be considered modifications to this syllabus. 
 
Office Hour Policy: My office hours are specific times set aside for you. You are welcome to 
stop in during these hours to ask any questions or discuss any material from the course. You 
should also feel welcome to stop by my office outside of my office hours; I will be glad to help 
you if I do not have previous obligations. If you cannot make my office hours and are 
uncomfortable just dropping by or would like to make sure I will be in my office, please e-mail 
me and we can set up an appointment. 
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Exams: This course will have two exams, a midterm and a final. The final exam will be 
cumulative. The dates for the exams are: 
 

Midterm Exam:  Monday, July 6, 2015 
 

Final Exam:  Thursday, July 16 at 10:00am  
 
Make-up exams will only be offered if extreme circumstances have lead to an absence. Students 
should consider these dates to be mandatory. 
 
Homework: There will be two formal homework assignments and 4-6 small homework 
assignments for this class. The assignments will be uploaded to Canvas and due dates will be 
announced in class. Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. I reserve the 
right to grade any number of the homework questions. Homework keys will be posted to Canvas. 
No late homework will be accepted unless approved by me before the homework is due. 
Homework will not be accepted by e-mail unless approved by me before the homework is due.  
 
Quizzes: There will be two in class quizzes that will be administered without prior notification 
during our scheduled class time. These quizzes are meant to be an incentive to keep up with the 
course readings and assignments. Quiz questions will resemble exam questions, and as such they 
will serve as a means of testing students’ knowledge of the course material in a low risk 
environment. There will be no make up Quizzes offered under any circumstances. The highest 
Quiz score a student achieves will count for 5% of their final grade. The second highest score a 
student achieves will count for up to 10 bonus point to be applied to their final exam score. 
 
Grades: Grades will be assigned using the following scale: A (100-92), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), 
B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (70-76), D (60-69), F (0-59). Your final grade will be a 
weighted average of the graded components of this course. Weights are assigned as follows: 
 

Homework     30% 
Quizzes     5% 
Midterm    30% 
Final     35% 

 
Note that attendance is not required. However, students will be responsible for all material in the 
assigned chapters as well as all material covered in class. The textbook should not be considered 
a substitute for attending class. Brief summaries of class material will be uploaded to Canvas by 
the end of each week, but there will be material covered in class that is not outlined in these 
summaries. Those who choose not to attend class may find it difficult to succeed in this course.  
 
 



EC 380 Syllabus, Page 3 of 3 

 

Grade Appeals: Any requests for re-grading an exam must be submitted in writing within one 
week of when the exam was handed back. If you do not pick up your exam when it is handed 
back, you still must submit your request within a week of when the test was originally handed 
back. A re-grading request should include an argument for why you feel your answer was 
correct. I reserve the right to re-grade the entire exam when a request to re-grade any part of the 
exam is made.  
 
Computers and Technology: Students are permitted to use computers for note taking during the 
course. However, if you choose to use a computer you must sit in the back row of the classroom. 
Cellphones should not be heard during class (note: just because a cellphone is set to vibrate does 
not mean it cannot be heard).  
 
Academic Integrity: Any violations of the academic integrity policy will result in a failing 
grade for the course and a complaint will be filed with the University’s Hearing Board. Cheating 
of any form will not be tolerated.  
 

Exams: All exams will be closed-note and closed-book. Students will be permitted to 
have a pen or pencil, ruler or straightedge, and a non-programmable calculator on their 
desk during the exam. Under no circumstances will students be allowed to use a cell 
phone during the exam, including as a calculator. The use of any other assistance or 
sources of information is prohibited and will be considered cheating. Also, speaking in 
the classroom to another student during the exam period will be considered cheating once 
exams are distributed. 
 
Homework: Students are allowed and encouraged to work together on homework 
assignments. However, each student must hand in their own work separately. Simply 
changing the name on a typed up homework assignment will not be accepted. 
 
Quizzes: All quizzes will be closed-note and closed-book. Students will be permitted to 
have a pen or pencil, ruler or straightedge, and a non-programmable calculator on their 
desk during the exam. Under no circumstances will students be allowed to use a cell 
phone during the quiz, including as a calculator. The use of any other assistance or 
sources of information is prohibited and will be considered cheating. Also, speaking in 
the classroom to another student during the quiz period will be considered cheating once 
exams are distributed. 


